THE NIGHT
CALLER
In the 1950s, Perth - a sunny city on the coast of Australia - had a
peaceful, laidback vibe. It was a city with a strong community
spirit. But that was about to change. Petty break-ins started to
happen, and these led to something more frightening. A young
woman was hit by a car and left for dead. Another was tied up
and mutilated with dressmaking scissors in her sleep. A
babysitter was shot in the head. A father, answering the door of
his family home, was shot in the face just yards away from his
wife and children. It soon became clear that there was a killer on
the loose.
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Murder. Police incompetence. A double miscarriage of
justice. A sleepy Perth backwater, terrorised…
A community destroyed. This is the true story of Australia’s
most infamous serial killer.
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The police fingerprinted every man and boy in the city. People
avoided going out after dark or answering the door, terrified that
the next face they saw would be the last. The killer, known as
‘The Night Caller’, shook Perth to the core.
The Night Caller was eventually caught and put to death, but only
after two innocent men were wrongly arrested. The police
committed shocking mistakes and miscarriages of justice which
have only just been rectified thanks to the campaigning of local
journalists and activists.

Director Thomas Meadmore’s hometown is Perth, his family still
lives there, and his relationships at the heart of the community
provide him access to people, places and personal archive that
will bring this story to life. This is the story of his hometown, his
family, and a city which lost its innocence at the hand of one of
the world’s most diabolical serial killers.
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